
JOHN ROCKEFELLERInterns and Estimates
) An Intimate Studp of the Richest Man in theWorld

Bjp Elbert Hubbard
OT long ago I lint mm engagement to j I :i -- nil' with .lulm 1).

Bk TS Kockctcller nt nine o flock in the morning. A i riving at the golf
I j; yioiiiuN on tlic minute. vc had no mure tlian climbed out of tlx1

S B automobile befoie .Mr. Koekefeller nriivcd on a brand-ne- bicycle.
1 Hi- - fi'-- t words weic: "On schedule, buys, on schedule! That'sgiitfTiiiig t(1 t,i,j,;" 4,i a. I,.;!.,,., oij1 machine as lightlv and casilv

a- - I ni I it a hoy of twenty,
"been wasting some of your hatd-caint- money." :iiil I. pointing to the new

bicycle.
"Ye- -. 1 am getting extravagant." said .Mr. lfocketeller. "'Clint wheel co- -t inc

just fifteen dollars. 1 saw them adveiti-c- d ami sent one of my boys down with
the motley. Twenty-liv- e vcar.-- ago tliat wheel would have co- -t one hundred
dollar. And yet they talk about the hie.li co- -t uf living! Some things are
higher, of cuiii-- e. but othcis ale not. And a- - sonic one has said. 'If it co-- ts

mote to he todav than eer befoie. is it not worth the money.'' "
In lepose .Mr. Kockctcller'.- - face would be called homely, but when he talk-t- o

you, his couiiteiiaiue beams with animation, friendlinc. , aiueciatiou. good-ehce- r

intelligence. I never met but one man who has t lit innate politene-- s

and coiirte-- y which .John 1). Koekefeller poses-e- -. and that man is Sir Wilfrid
I.aurier. No one can meet Sir Wilfrid without t liinkitiir better of him-c- lf and
better of humanity, and it is exactly the -- ame with Mr. Koekefeller. Sir Wilfrid,
however, has the haud-oni- c face of the French nubility. He is a kin;: in demeanor.
Hi raiment is roynl-tailoie- Hut Mr. Koekefeller. in golf clothes, reveals the
man of power, with all the natural cointc-- y of the gentleman.

1). IMJi'KF.FF.I.LF.K is as homely as .lulius t'ac.-n- r. and look- - very
JOHN like ii tn. t'ae-a- r never wore a iiuifoim. and Plutarch that he
never lifted hi- - voice hi;:h. nor did he eiiticize. berate nor condemn. Powerful
men can afford to be polite. Stiong men can well afford to be mode-- t. .Mr.

Koekefeller is not the sanctimonious, dogmatic, joyle-- s shrimp that we -- ee
pictured in the comie action. The fact is that he is a persistent joker, lie
bubbles with wit, and exudes good nature.

In the company, when 1 met him. that Satuiday. wa- - a little old
by the name of Sear--, a neighbor of Mr. Koekefeller who diup ii, now

and then to how things n e going on and discu-- s old time- -. Tlii- - Scotch-ma- n

has a close-croppe- d white beard, t leaked with rod. Mr. Kockctellci -- aid
to me: "Of course yon came here, Mr. Hubbard, expecting to -- ce me. b it
you diil not know you were to have the plea-ur- e of meeting Anduu
Carnegie!" And he waved a hand in the direction of the little hoot mon.

With us on this occa-io- n wa- - Doctor Hu-ta- rd who wme a pair t checked
trousers very much the vvotse for wear. These troii-er- s excited the lively
attention of Ml. Koekefeller. who said to me. "Bn-tn.- nl wear- - 'em becau-- e he
thinks I am very fond of check-.- "

Then calling to Bu-tai- d. he said: "Doctor, your breeche- - lemiiid me ot the
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story about a tratiii who applied to a preacher for aid, and as proof of his
piety pointed to the patche- - on the knees of his trousers. 'This is all right,' said
the dominie; 'but how about that patch on the seat of your pnnts'?'

" 'Oh.' -- aid the tramp, making a iniiek -i- de-tep, 'you know I am a buck-slider- .'

" And then Mr. Koekefeller added, "You see, Mr. Hubbard, that w a
straight Bapti-- t joke."

He hit the ball a good, -- (might, -- winging stroke, and as we walked acro-- s
the licld he continued the Bapti-- t' talk, and said: "You know, the fact is there
ate neither Bapti-t- - nor Methodi-t- - now not even Koyerofters. There aie
ju-- t men and women. As you --ay. none of us is wholly right and none wholly
wrong, but I believe the woild is -- uiely getting better." Mr. Koekefeller had
jut pre-eiitc- d one of hi- - helpei- - with a "Ford." and the man was expressing
his gratitude. One of the men piesent made the very natural remark, "Mr.
Koekefeller. why didn't you give him an automobile?"'

The -- ubtlety was not ht on Mr. Koekefeller. who replied without a suiile,
"Well, if the price of ga-oli- ne keeps going up as it has lately, we will all be
riding in Fords -- oon!"

The talk turned on the iue-tio- n of apples, and the new way they were being
packed in boxes of bands. Mr. Koekefeller recalled the days when he
was in the eoinmi ion ss and every year handled thousands of barrels,
going to Oilcans County. New York, to -- upervi-e the packing.

"1 u-- to have to watch tho-- e farmers close, for they couldn't get rid of the
habit of placing the big. lo-- y. perfect apple.-- on top." lie -- aid. And then, after
a pau-- e. lie added. "When you buy a box of apples now you know beforehand
they will be all alike clear to the bottom."

Then then- - wa- - another little pau-- e. and Mr. Koekefeller concluded with a
-- ly twinkle. "Well, you know The Standard Oil Company lias been severely
critiei-e- d. but no one eeii vet has aeeu-e- d of putting the best oil on top.
Our bairels of kerosene were always alike all the way through!" And after

an inteival of in the iranie: "I
would like to live ju-- t fifty years longer."
-- aid Mr. Koekefeller. "Things are moving
so fast, and they are moving in the right
direction, that I ju-- t want to May and see
what a beautiful place the civilized world
will be -s men awake to
opportunities."

AND so we played the nine hole.-- through.
At one point my ball got into a par-

ticularly bad lie. Mr. Koekefeller came to
my e, picked up the ball, carried it
out and put it in a perfect n. ex-

plaining in the gentle-- t way po ible: "You
know this i winter golf. All rule.-- aie oil'
after November tlr-t- ."

lie bent me -- ix point- -, and I got back
at him in the tinal -- core with, "You know
what Herbert Spencer says about bil-

liards?" "Ye-,- " he "I know what
Hot belt Spencer -- ay- about billiards. But
I would like to hear you tell Doctor Bus
tnrd " And -- o 1 told Doctor Bu-tar- d, and
Mr. Koekefeller laughed as if he had never

luaiil the lemaik hi foie.
A- - I putted I' lo the lat hole Mi. Koekefeller reached over, picked

mil the ball, an envelope out of one of hi- - pockets, put the
ball in the envelope, and handed me over the package with a crnciou
-- ii lh mid u bow. -- aying. "A- - a souvenir of a very happy occasion!"

Doctor Bu-ta-
id and I leiuained to play oil' one mote hole and decide

a tie.
When we started oil' home, at a bend in the roadway we saw Mr.

Koekefeller. He had srotten off of hi- - bicycle and was working witli
Italians who were uravel on the He had a
in hi- - hand. We -- topped and he cheerily called: "I am just

-- bowing these boy- - how to distribute uravel. See this?" He took up
a -- hovelful and 'threw it. and with a dexterous twi- -t of his wrist
-- catleied the giavel a- - an expeiienced fireman IliiiLU a shovelful of
coal ami it over a large -- urfaee. "1 have not forgotten
how have I ?" lie -- aid.
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-- o I have quoted the world'- - uientet bu-ii- ic man, le-tu- .i: n

upeilainc conclusion on the tolrounn: fact-- : 1. He is the neht--i

tiiai. in the woild. '2. Hi- - yeaily income - more than thai of anv
j.Mi.ir man or of any man who has ever lived. .'I. He is chief owner n.

nty-foii- r sepaiate. highly -- ncees-ful corporation-- , with aggregate
a el- - of one thousand million dollars, !. As chief owner in tlie-- c

companies or corpoialions, he - the laree-- t emiiloyer of high-price- d

labor in the world. .". He inaikei- - a greater volume ot' goods nt
for handling, advertising and -- elling than any man in the

world, (i. He has helped make more other men -- upiomcly rich than
any other man in the woild. 7. He has more time to play than any
other rich man in the world. S. He has been more icviled, libeled,
ridiculed and caricatured than any man in the world, and yet he has
the icspect, confidence and affection of the people who know him and
who do bii-i- ne with hiin. lie hn- - -- hown (I'uittintti il on 1'tiut 0)


